CHAPLAIN TERRY — STORIES FROM THE BIBLE (#1)

The Rich and the Kingdom of God (Matthew 19:16-23)

18 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must | do to get eternal life?”

7 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want

to enter life, keep the commandments.”
8 “Which ones?” he inquired.

Jesus replied, “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not
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give false testimony, *® honor your father and mother,”™ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.

2up|| these | have kept,” the young man said. “What do | still lack?”

2 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
2\\When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.

B Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly | tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of heaven. ?* Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

Jesus at a Pharisee’s House (Luke 14:1-14)

'One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully
watched. 2There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. Jesus asked
the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” * But they remained

silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way.

*Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child™ or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will

you not immediately pull it out?” ® And they had nothing to say.

?When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this

parable: 2 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person
more distinguished than you may have been invited. °If so, the host who invited both of you will come
and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important
place.’ But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to
you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other
guests. M Eor all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be

exalted.”
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2Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you
will be repaid. ** But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, **and
you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the

righteous.”

Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)

Y“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for

his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius'® for the day and sent them into his vineyard.

2“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing
nothing. *He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.’ >So

they went.

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. ® About five in
the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been

standing here all day long doing nothing?’
7“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’

8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them

their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’

®“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. *°So
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also
received a denarius. ** When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. **“These
who were hired last worked only one hour,” they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have

borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’

B«But he answered one of them, ‘l am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a
denarius? Take your pay and go. | want to give the one who was hired last the same as | gave
you. *Don’t | have the right to do what | want with my own money? Or are you envious because | am

generous?’

18450 the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
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Parable of the Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32)

28 u\What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and

work today in the vineyard.’
2« will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.

3 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,” but he did

not go.
L “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of
God ahead of you. *For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not

repent and believe him.

The Second Chance (John 8:2-11)

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat
down to teach them. ®The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group *and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. ®In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” ® They were

using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.” When they kept on questioning
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a

stone at her.” 2 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

% At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there.'® Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they?

Has no one condemned you?”
11 « e » .
No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”



