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CHAPLAIN TERRY – READINGS FROM THE BIBLE (#4) 

 
Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 
    he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,[a] 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
 
5 You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

    forever. 
 
 
Ask, Seek, and Knock (Matthew 7:7-12) 
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 
 
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 
 
 
Narrow and Wide Gates (Matthew 7:13-14) 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 
and many enter through it.  
 
14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14240a


 2  

 

Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15) 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 
 
6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 
 
“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from the evil one.’ 
 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
 
Parable of the Tenants (Mark 12:1-12) 
1 Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug 
a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved 
to another place. 2 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the 
fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Then he sent 
another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He sent still 
another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they killed. 
 
6 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 
 
7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 
 
9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: 
 
“‘The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
11 the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 
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12 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way to arrest him because 
they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him 
and went away. 
 
 
Judging Others (Luke 6:37-42) 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.” 
 
39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 The 
student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 
 
41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
 
 
Three Loaves of Bread (Luke 11:5-10) 
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to 
offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my 
children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up 
and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity[a] he will surely 
get up and give you as much as you need. 
 
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened. 
 
 
Psalm 121 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
5 The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+11%3A5-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25414a
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7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 
 
 
Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on 
his left. 
 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.’ 
 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.’ 
 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and 
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes 
or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’ 
 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 


