FAVORITE PARABLES FROM THE BIBLE #2

The Talents (also called The Bags of Gold) (Matthew 25:14-30)

14 «pgain, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to
them. * To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according
to his ability. Then he went on his journey. ** The man who had received five bags of gold went at once
and put his money to work and gained five bags more. ” So also, the one with two bags of gold gained
two more. *®But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.

Y upafter a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. * The man
who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
bags of gold. See, | have gained five more.’

2L “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

2 «The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold;
see, | have gained two more.’

B “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

2 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘l knew that you are a hard
man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. *So | was
afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

2% “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have not sown and
gather where | have not scattered seed? ?” Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with
the bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it back with interest.

2 w50 take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 2’ For whoever has will be
given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be
taken from them. 3 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The Marriage Feast (Matthew 22:1-10)

'Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son. ®He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell
them to come, but they refused to come.

*“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that | have prepared my
dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the
wedding banquet.’
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>“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. ® The rest seized his
servants, mistreated them and killed them. ” The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed
those murderers and burned their city.

8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to
come. ?So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ *°So the servants went
out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

The Sower (Mark 4:3-9)
3“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed.

% As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. > Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. ®But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. ” Other
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.

8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some
sixty, some a hundred times.”

°Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

The Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21)
3 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

4 )esus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” * Then he said to them,
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”

'® And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. ¥’ He
thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? | have no place to store my crops.’

8 “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will
store my surplus grain. ** And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry.””

2 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get
what you have prepared for yourself?’

2 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)

3L“\When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious
throne. ** All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. ** He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on
his left.




3 “«Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. * For | was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, 31 needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison
and you came to visit me.’

3 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? *® When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? ** When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?”

% “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’

M “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. **For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, ** 1 was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

#“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes
or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

*“He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for

’

me.

% “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”



